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“Decenber 18, 1815

Committee on Buildings & Grounds
Cornell University
| Ithaca, New York

Gentlemen;

I have the honor tc submit the .

follewing report on,the development
qf Czeoadills Jlen and Fall Creek
Gorge up to and including Besbe Lake
and its damediate surroundings.

Since receiving your commieeion
tc undertake this work, I have given
the subjeot careful psrsonal study
both on the ground by & detailed
inepection of the entire iength of
the areas covered, amd in the office
with the auaiatanaa.qx'auuh
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topographio surveye as were available
&nd also by personel interviews with
thoee perscns in Ithaca and slsewhere
who have been most in'tereatsd and
have given thought to the problem,:
This study has convinoed me ‘:_uf
the faot that an npportun.‘_:.ty is here
offered for the development of
unique scanie att_fau-ﬁionn_. Ffurther-
more, this remarkeble scenery is com-
paretively unknown today, due to the
f20t apperently that at the-p‘raulnt
time 1% 1s for the moet part exceed-
ingly inacceseible. It is true
that the thousands who come and go to
Ithaca from year to year get gl'hﬁnes
of these Pavines from the vari-te
bridges orossing them, and from







photographs which have beemn scattered
widely throughout the world. But owe
ing to the inadequate approaches thie
unsurpassed soenery which cen be
viewed to best advantage from the
lower levele has only been & sealed
book. The difficulty of traversing
these lower levels on acccunt of thelr
steep and rugged slopes, has addsd to
thie Gondition except in a few limited
and disconnected areas.

It has, therefore, Eeeu my first
endeavor tc make the lower levels as
acceseivle as possible by means of ap-
preach pathe at all 1ﬁpur£ant Foints.
These paths serve as oconnections with
a long syetem of marginal paths looa-

ted on a2t least one side of the




.ravinaa and for the moet part on both;
e.nd.."u near ae poesikvle to the watser.
These longitudinel main pai;ha, are 3o
arrdnged that a aunplafﬁa- eircuit may
be Ma of each ravine beginning at
eny point with comparatively little
uss of the sause path both going end
returning.

Angther motive has been to lo-
cate the paths sp that they shall
lead the visitor to the mecet impor-
tant and interesting 'ﬁhts of view.
As tc what are the moet important
view pointe, a casual visitor would
probabtly szy the water falls. While
thig is trus to n.@ut extent, yet
the :ﬁa.ny rapids ard #Iha great va-
riety of water Hd.ﬁ_h #ﬁom the broad







expranse of Bsebe Leske to the narrow

gorge of Cascadilla Glen offer wnusual-

ly fine water effectis in great variety.
Furthermore, the setting of these

water effeote as comprised by the

sloping sides of the ravines has great

varisty and intersest ranging as 1t does
from the stsep wvertiocal formation to
gentle wocded alopes. Again what
may be called the texiure due to differ-
ent g;alogie&l formatiocna and to the
man?-ki:iﬁ of vagatatiqn, furnishes an
interest in scme respectis greater than
the water itselil.

Firnally, the combination of
water in this settinrg, forms great and

nokble scenery.




The following is a detniled

-

iescription of the plans illustrating

the means by which this scenery may

be made accessible.

CASCADILLA G L
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I NN STREET TO UPPER

The westarly entrsnces are on

Espgt Mill Btr=et a% the South and

Bridge. The north entrance must
pass the church and follow the stresnm
20 or 30 feet away approaching close
to the stream as one ascends toward

the firat falle.
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1 leaest gne house
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et Mill and Linn Strcets should be
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'ramavsd in order to make-an appropriate
approach to the gorge by meana of a
bridge to mest the path at the north
side. Thie added area, would serve as
a suitatle entrance from which may be

obteined a view of the first falle.

Some soreen plenting at this entrance
would bs necessary.

The path continues on the north
side on a level about 15' or 20 feet
above the water and reaches the top of
the falls without the use of steps.
Tﬂg!hﬁﬂﬂIEd faat{ur':iiling is necessary
here, alsc a retaining wall for a |
distence of zbout 50 feet.

‘ From the path a8 one neare thes . -
firnt falle the seoond falls arpear.
These have more levels and shorter ‘




falls.
nater level to a point above the
seoond falle immddiately under the
DeWitt Plage Bridge, where it is nec-

The path cupsinues along the

egsary to go up approximately 30 feet
to & level where there is an old wooden
pipe line, whioh should bs removed.
We continue at thies level to a con-
crete dam. Views up and down the
gorge from thle point are especially
fine; the sheer cliffs below the
second falle are impressive in thedr
great height, though they do not oom-
pare with what we may see further up
stream.

At this dam, whioh 45 40 feet
high, may be had viewe up under the
Etedart Avenue Bridge to rapids and
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falle above. A flight of stere here
may well leed to Casoadilla Plsce.
From an overiook point at the dam the
path oontinues up streem on the north
side to 2 point immediately under the-
Btewart Bvenue Bridge. It would be
necesssry here to construct a Wway with
retaining wall as the water lins is
from cliff to cliff; a railing would
also be neoceasary. In passing, 1
should not forget that the removal of
the shack, "Brownie's Dog", iz moset
desirable.

Inmediately undes the Steward
Avanue Bridge, we oreose to the aouth
side of the strzam by means of stepping
atones to & small island and thence to

the south snors, and ascend a distance
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of about 18 fest to the top of the
falls. We continue ten fest above
gtream lsvel up scuth side to where
the path Trom Stewart Avsnue joins,
thence about water level to boitom
of the falls at the end of Weat
Avenuey thenoe up stepa about 10!
to a level above the falls, Where
the path may beoome wider (8').
Avove the ¢liff to the south
side the ugly wall of a rooming
licuse strikes the eye. It might
be covered with vines - it certain-
1y should be blotted ocut of the
landscape. The Phl Delta Theta
house is not unattrazotive at the
north, atop the oliff, Then the

path may ramp up part way, but
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eteps muat be usad for at least 30 feel
of the distandea. At the top, the oliff
must ba out away to permit the path %o
paes around the falls. A reiling is
nacessary for a dietance of about 150°.
The path then continues along the

bank, which must be cui to accommodsate
it to & point below the big falls,

wshere it is only poseible to ascend DY
mesnds of a long flight of staps, &

iis

ck

ance of about 40 fest. At 2 point
75 feet west of the bridge a path

might well ramp up to meet the psth
paet the Cascadilla dormitory bulliding.
This sesmed %o mé the only possible
sutlet for a path to the west elde of

the bridgs.




_side and continue up at siream levsl

It is poasible to pass under the

Colleze Avenue Bridgs at the souib

under the railroad.bridgs. At a

point 350 fest norih of railrcad a
foot bridge might oross the sirsam,
at about 20 faat above water level.
The lower path ooculd readily rise o
mesﬁ the bridge leval. It would be
dndsairable to continue the lowsr
path beyond the bridgs, beosuss the
gorge becomss narrow and would hardly
agopumpdate a path. The bridge
would be a comnection Lo the upper
Campus buildings and would give 2
bettar crosaing place for ths students

#ho noWw ineist upon using the %trolley

bridge. At the morth eide of the
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this point the path joins

1long tha north side of the

whioch has a branch to Eas

ymnasium, Existing- roais
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The path to the north of the Women's
Athletlioc Fleld must be reached by orossing

the bridge below the dam td the north

side of the stream, turninz east to the
field toc a path level 20! or 35 feet above
the fidld.

The path may follow at the same
level around to the eas; side of the
field to a larga white pins tree., At
this point, steps may be built to
reach the level of the stream again,
The old oreesk bed is dry here and the
path may bs bullt upon it to continue
east to the last falls.

A view of these falls is obtained
&t pointe on the paths near the bridge
and from the bridge. A large amount
of evergreen planting seems neceéssary

on what was onoe an island near the




bridge amd from the bridges.— 4 large

amount- of evergreen planting seems
necessary on what wWas onoe -an isltand
near the fallw, and evergreen plant-
ing could also be done along the north
psth bordering on the Women's Athletic
Fiald.

A concrete building at bass of the
falls should eigher be removed or mads

more interestiing architecturally,
PAEBL EREEK GORGE.

The weaterly entrance to Fall Cresk
Gorgs could be at Lake ftrset, immedi-
ately adjoining an old housk, which it
would be desirable to have removed,

From the Lake Street Bridge, automobiles
may gain a view up the gorge to the
largest falls, known as the Ithaca

Falles, 158 fset ia height.
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The path le=ds in an eastarly direc-

tion along the north bank, rising gradu-
ally 1o a point near the dam above
these falls. From points along this
path the most comprehensivz view of

the Falls is cbtained.

Upon resaching the dam one oroases
upon steppimz stones on the top of the
dam to & point lmmediately a2t the east
eni of the old tunnel. A short re-
teining wall must be built from the
tunnzl opening immediately at the
bottom of perpendicular cliffe.

Let us go back through the tunnel
to a bridge over the slulocs way,
Turninz north ons may go out upon the
top of the cliff %o an overlook, whers

views are obtained up the gorge and




weat to Oayuga Lzke; this latter view

1a exceptionalion & clear day. A
amall coverad pavilion should be
placed Mers to command these outlooks.

Froir the bridge over the slulose
one Lay Eo south up & steep hillside
to another emtrance to the gorge oOm
Willard Way.

Toncontinue along the scuth side
of the gorge one passas under tae
1 ! Stewart Avenue Bridge and fifty feet
further than the bridge are looatsd
staps; which take one to Stewart
Avenus. Thesa steps would be un-
noticsd and would therfore not be un-

sightly, being set back into one of the

natural recsesses in the Cliff.
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From the top of these steps a path
toxes one west to Stewart Avenue and
east along the higher elevation to
Central Avenus. Branches from this
path lead to Horseshoe Falls and to the
Cornell Heights Bridge.

A% the north snd of the Stewart
Avenue Bridge a path goes east along
the top of the oliff to a point above
Foresst Falls, then desoending to a
point immediately back of the old
power house and orossss the eluios
way to join the path from the south
d@ide of the gorgs.

Continuing from Stewart Avenue
Bridge the path in the gorge on the
south side passes Forest Falle, thenoe

to Horseshoe Falls and over the streanm




pn 8tepping stones to the new power
house on the north side of the stream
where it joina the north path. From

here one goes up staps to the lavel of

ths Falles above the power housa and along t

the north bank where views are obsained
up and down streanm. Near the Falls
above the mew power house, patha lead out
of the gorge up to Fall Creek Drivs, one
toward Prudence Risely Hall, another to
the north end of the suspension.bridge,
The path in the gorge followe the
line of an existing path up stream un-
der the East Avenue Bridge to Trip-
hammer Falls. Paths take on:z out of the
gorge at 2 point immediately below
Prudence Risely Hall to the Hall, and an-
other to the nmorth end of -the East Avenua

Bridge.
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it 2 point vhavs wooden steps weze
pnge jecated naar.Tr}pgﬁmqer Falle fto
take one to the top of the ¢liff, a
stairvay is proposed, set back in a Te-
ceas of the oliff out of view. This
seems necessary in order to make the
gorge walz oontinuous.

Let us return for a whils to the
north end of Central Avenue, At that
point an outlock should be located
whaere one may obtain views into the
gorge and also toward Cayuga Lake. I
have already mentioned about the path
whiich leade along the upper level from
Stewart Avenue. Another path descends
intoc the gorgze on tha east and when
about half way down divides, one going
west to an outlook - above the falls near

the powsr housa2, anothar east tc the
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to the stream level and gontinuing up
straam to a point under the Stewart
Avenue Bridge, where stepping stones
gonnsct with the path on the north

gide of the strsam. A few feet further
aaast thafi the steppling stones on the
south eide, the path terminates at an
outlook, where the view is toward Trip-
hammer Falls.

From the top of the stalrway up
the oliff near the falls, thes path
skirts the north shors of Bezbe Lake,
ocoasionally touching the shore line in
order that one may obtain views up_and
down the lake. In pasaing, mention
ghould be made of the path conneoiing
this lake border path with Thurston Ave.

About halfway up the lake on the .

north side, a new looation for the Woman'

s — S S
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Boat House, 1s shown on the plan.

This new location is deoidedly bebter
than the old one it being nearer the
Prudence Risely Hall, and in a loca-
tion less publio than where The build.
ing now stands. The better surround-
ings would ®e valuable, inasmuch as the
boat house could be used as a gathering
place for lunch parties and other
gatherings of the women students.

At the extrsme end of the lake the
path rises toc an elevation of about 30!
above the lake and turns north to a
bridge over the wondarful small gorge
near Foreet Home. From the middle of
the bridge visws may be had south to-
ward the lake and north to the Falls.

Thie bridge, detailed on the plan, 1is

oF



.nanaauary, inssmuch as it will ocomplete

a oirocuit of Beebe Lake, and the Fall
Cresk system. From the bridge one nay
follow the old Forest Home Walk to the
Eaat Avenue Bridge, or take the new
path 2long the shors as far as the
toboggan slide where it jolns the
Forest Home Walk at 2 point opposite
Triphammer Falls.

I have rapidly traveresi the pathe
relating to the davelopment of the
gorge totaling & distanoe of more than
fige miles, A large amount of detail
has been omitted basesd upon additional

enginesring daté that 1s mow incomplets.

Howsver, the plan is most feasibDle and W

will make avsilabls one of the scenioc

wondere of the New York E8tate.







An approximate rough egtimate
follows taking into consideration the
construction of substantial well graded
macadam patha, "‘four foot=-brildges,
geveral stepplipg-stones gtream orosasings,
retaining embankments, guard ralling
shere necessary, and some quite extsnaive

foreatry plantation

ck

o proteot stsep
slopes from eroceion and to add land-
scape interest and variety along path

margine.




An approximate estim=te for the develop-

ment of

CASCADILLA CREEK

Pgt:‘l::’ 1;:’._.\;:0 ;iniftl - 5' -'r'i.aiﬁ
5,256 sq. yd. B G . i 38hE.

Reesurfacing Goldwin 8Smith Walk,
12%0 111'1.. Et- . EC‘G Bq'y Y‘:‘Ln ‘g 4501 L] E“T'D-

3 Eri\igeﬂ L] - L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] 5939.
Stone Steps, approx. 500, @810.yd. . 5000.

Drain=ge, 1000 lin.ft. B" pipe
B0 TAN. L8 0 o e e 4

« + « 900,
Inlets, 100 ©® $5.00 ea0h v » + « « « 500,
Ret~ining Wall, 2325 ocu.yi. @210, yd..2350.
StepDIng BStONME « « « s + « s a ¢ « = DOO,
PESRBANE o v a5 4 8.0 mue hwim n s e DO,

Ircon Railing, 1200 1in., ft.
ﬂ .59 1ini ft. - - - - L] L L L] - E.:G'

Grading, 800 cu.yd. part loose
I‘OGR, ﬁ -aﬁ' pﬂr Yii & & s @& " ® N 480-

821438,
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An approximate estimates for the develop=-
ment of

FALL OREEK GOR

G2
=

Pathas, 1

., 19000 1in.ft.5' wide,
10,55

8q.vd., @ .70 . . . . . .$7380.

GJ {(J

Regurfacing Forest Home Walk
2580 14n.ft. 1644 sq.yd. 9.50 .. B833.

1 Bridge, 520 od,.yd, masonry,
j 513 "‘}U pﬂr Y..lq % 8 @ e & w8 W 354‘:'11

Stone Step8 « « s« s o+ s s o+ s« 8300,

Drainage. 3000 lin.ft. 8" pipe
a .53 Par f.td- - - - L] L] - L] - L] l':-:"\:mv

300, 8" Inlet:Catoh Basins 8§5.00 . 1000.

Retaining wall, 1;51 1in.1ft.
480 Gu }r:L,. G -"lD* L] " L] " - - - 48’3‘31

Stepping Stones, 320 lin.ft. . . » 3000.
PLAKGANG « < & 4 o o o & 8 s s e o 9000,
Iron Railingz, 2800 1lin.ft. @ ,50 . 1400.

Overlook at Ithaca Falle . » +» « . 41000,

" Power House . . . « « «» 500,

Grading, 1350 cu.yd. part loose
rook @ .80 per ¥i. ., . .« . « 21000,

#333551

subj;?tad .
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